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ABSTRACT 

Staurogyne perpusUIa H^nry & Bal. spec. nov. (Acanthaceae), collected from Bastar District, 
Madhya Pradesh, Central India, is described with illustrations. 


Staurogyne perpusUIa Henry et Ba!., spec. nov. Perti- 
net ad subgenus Tetrastichum Bremek. affinisque est 
S. polybotryae (Nees) O. Kuntze. a qua tamen different 
parvilate totius plantae, quae est erecta, filiformis, non 
ramosa, tenuis, desinens in racemos laxos densosve 
spiciformes, floribus paucis; differt etiam foliis. 
bracteis, calycis iobulis minoribus, capsuia angustiore. 

Herba erecta, 2-11 cm. alta; caulis simplex, non 
ramosus, adpresse pubescens, fusee purpureo-brunneus. 
teres, filiformis. ca. 0.5 mm. crassus. Folia 1.0-1.5 cm. 
longa, 0.4-0.8 cm. lata, opposita, ovato-oblonga, obtusa 
vel subobtusa, rotundata vel abrupte cuneata ad basin, 
integra ad margines, tenuia, supra glabra, infra ad 
nervos puberula, nervis 4-5-jugis; petiolis ca. 1 mm. 
longis, dense adpresse pubescentibus. Inflorescentia 
terminalis, laxe spiciformis vel condensate racemosa ; 
pedunculis angularibus, adpresse pubescentibus, saepe 
brevibus tumque inflorescentia aspectu videtur capitata, 
vel nonnihil elongatis, tum.que inflorescentia aspectu 
videtur spiciformis. Flores saepe plures, rarius bini in 
singulis inflorescentiis ; pedicelli ca. 1 mm. longi, ad¬ 
presse pubescentes. Bracteae ovatae, obovatae, oblongae 
vel spathulatae, subobtusae vel acutae, pinnatim nervo- 
sae, ca. 5 mm. longae, 1.5 mm. latae, glanduloso- 
piiosae, caiicis lobis aequilongae, vel eis longiores. 
Bracteolae 2, lineares, acutae, angustatae ad basin, 
glanduloso-pilosae, calycis lobis breviores, ca. 3 mm. 
longae. 0.3 mm. latae. Calycis lobi 5, ad basin usque 
fere divisi, subaequales, 3-nervi. horum posterior maxi- 
mus, ca. 6 mm. longus, 1 mm. latus, lineari-oblongus. 
obtusus, glanduloso-pubescens; anteriores vero 2, 
minores, ca. 5 mm. longi. 0.5 mm. lati, lineari-oblongi, 
obtusi, glanduloso-pubescentes ; lobi laterales minimi, 
ca. 4 mm. longi. 0.3 mm. lati, lineares, acuminati, 
glanduloso-pubescentes. Corolla pallide caemlea, ca. 
3 mm. longa. Ovarium glabnim. Capsuia ca. 4 mm. 
longa, 1 mm. crassa, ovato-oblonga, acuta ad utrumque 
apicem, glabra. Semina ca. 0.1 mm. diam., fqveolato- 
tuberculata. plura in singulis capsulis. 

Holotypus, Balakrishnan & Henry 12160 A, et iso- 
typi, Balakrishnan & Henry 12160 B-F, lecti ad 
Bedmakot in Bastar Dist. in Madhya Pradesh in India 
die 16 februarii anni 1961 et positi in herbario sectionis 
australis Bot. Surv. India ad Coimbatore. 

Erect herb, 2-11 cm. tall; stem simple, unbranched, 


appressed-pubescent, dark purplish-brown, terete, fili¬ 
form, ±0.5 mm. thick. Leaves 1.0-1.5 cm. long, 0.4-0.8 
cm. wide, all opposite, ovate-oblong, obtuse or sub- 
obtuse, base rounded or abruptly cuneate, margins 
entire, thin, glabrous above, puberulous on nerves 
beneath ; nerves 4-5 pairs ; petiole very short, ± 1 mm. 
long, densely appressed-pubescent. Inflorescence termi¬ 
nal, in lax spiciform or condensed racemes; peduncle 
angular, appressed-pubescent, often short, when the 
inflorescence looks capitate, or sometimes elongated, 
when the inflorescence looks spiciform. Flowers often 
many, rarely 2 in each inflorescence pedicel ±1 mm. 
long, appressed-pubescent. Bracts ovate, obovate, 
oblong or spathulate. subobtuse or acute, pinnately 
nerved, ±5 mm. long, ±1.5 mm. wide, glandular-hairy, 
as long as.pr longer than the calyx lobes. Bracteoles 2, 
linear, acute, narrowed at base, glandular-hairy, shorter 
than calyx lobes, ±3 mm. long, ±0.3 mm. wide. Calyx 
lobes 5, cleft almost to the base, subequal, 3-nerved ; 
posticous lobe largest, ±6 mm. long, ±1 mm. wide, 
linear-oblong, obtuse, glandular-pubescent; anticous 
lobes 2. smaller, ±5 mm. long. ±0.5 mm. wide, linear- 
oblong. obtuse, glandular-pubescent; lateral lobes 
smallest, ±4 mm. long. ±0.3 mm. wide, linear, acu¬ 
minate, glandular-pubescent. Corolla pale blue, ±3 mm, 
long. Ovary glabrous. Capsule ±4 mm. long, ±1 mm. 
wide, ovate-oblong, acute at both ends, glabrous. Seeds 
±0J mm. in diameter, pitted-tuberculate, many in each 
capsule. 

The holotype of this spqpies, Balakrishnan & Henry 
12160A and isotypes Balakrishnan & Henry 12160 B-F, 
were collected at Bedmakot in Jiastar District, Madhya 
Pradesh, India, on 16 February, 1961 and deposited in 
the Southern Circle Herbarium of Bot. Surv. India at 
Coimbatore. 
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SMuro^jW perpusilla Henry & BaL 

i; Fig. 5. ^roua s|^ open, showing stamens ;JRg, 6. ovary; F%, 7. dehisced 
m seeds; Fig. 8. oract and two bracteoies; Fig. 9. lower surface of leaf; 
Fig. 10. calyx lobes. 



